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PROPOSITIONAL DENSITY
Is the measure of how much meaning can be 

conveyed by an image (usually a logo)

Leaf  Street Logo 
• Green of  leaf  
• Looks like a street 
• Looks like picket fence 
• Green evokes enviromentalism 



• Propositional density is the idea that an image or a 
logo should mean more than what it literally shows. 

• This is expressed mathematically as Pd/Ps > 1, 
where Pd is the sum of  the deeper propositions 
(meanings) and Ps is the sum of  the surface 
propositions 

• As a rule, people find images with high 
Propositional Density more interesting  

• Simple shapes, lines and colors have meanings, so 
your image, mark or logo may already have more 
meaning that you intended.



Propositional Density

• Circle represents unity  

• Blue represents the sky 

• White evokes a rising sun 

• Colors represent the flag/
patriotism 

• Red looks like landscape 

• Red evokes ‘amber waves of  
grain’



Nike’s checkmark evokes movement



Amazon’s A to Z arrow



Propositional Density to change your image

BP changes their shield to a flower...



How we can use it

• Think about the deeper 
meanings of  your design 
elements, circles represent unity, 
the world 

• Consistent fonts, colors, etc  help 
convey your deeper meaning 
and makes an intentional 
deviation from that consistency 
more interesting and noticeable  

• If  you can show something with 
a design element, it will be more 
memorable and easier to scale





Challenges...

• Busy logos are hard to 
remember  

• Busy logos are a turn off



Challenges...

Imagery may have unintended nuance or meaning



WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Questions?





• http://antimatterdesign.com/propositional-
density/ 

• https://vanseodesign.com/web-design/
propositional-density/ 

• Logos: amazon.com, Obama/Biden ‘08, Trump/
Pence ‘16, BP, Nike, Coexistence of  Animals Rights 
o Earth, Leaf  Street: http://
www.oliviercourbet.com, UNC Chapel Hill
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